What Was the First Thanksgiving?

The first Thanksgiving was a harvest celebration. It took place in
Plymouth, Massachusetts, between mid-September and mid-November
in 1621, and it lasted for three days. The Pilgrims wanted to celebrate
the end of a good harvest. There’s a legend that the Pilgrims invited the
5 Wampanoag (Native Americans) to their Thanksgiving feast. There

were about ninety Wampanoag.
Women cooked food and they ate outdoors. Mostly they ate with their fingers.
The meal consisted of ducks, geese, deer, fish, corn and pumpkin. There was no
cranberry sauce or pumpkin pie. They probably ate berries for dessert. The
10 Pilgrims and the Wampanoag also played games, sang and danced together.

Adapted from Joan Holub, What Was the First Thanksgiving?, 2013.
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