Heritage Day

On September 24, 1995, the Republic of South Africa celebrated its
first Heritage Day. The government wanted to create a public holiday
which highlighted the histories of all racial groups. Heritage Day is
celebrated every year on September 24 and takes the format of a
cultural fair which showcases South Africa’s living heritage. It includes

indigenous foods, craft, dance, music, instruments and objects.

Some people wear traditional
outfits, some visit heritage sites
and some gather at stadiums for
a day of celebrations which
includes music, dance and
speeches by local leaders. In
1996, the South African
President said, “When our first democratically-elected government
decided to make Heritage Day one of our national days, we did so
because we knew that our rich and varied cultural heritage has a
profound power to help build our new nation.” Today, Heritage Day
encourages South Africans to come together to celebrate the rich

cultural heritage and the diversity of the nation.
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