
The Rise of Robots 
Since the oldest times people have sought for ways to save them from hard physical work and 
menial activities. To find solutions they have invented new tools, domesticated animals, and 
created new machines. As new technological innovations were created, people quickly adopted 
them and assimilated them into their lives. While many of them understood that technology brings 
them new opportunities to improve their living standards and to grow their wealth, many others 
have started to fear what would happen once the robots will reach a certain level of intelligence.


People don't like interacting with robots  
Do you know what the Turing test implies? In 1950, Alan Turing established the benchmark for AI, 
if people are interacting with robots in conversation, and they cannot distinguish them from 
persons, they have to admit that the machines are capable of true intelligence. 

No one could doubt people were dealing with machines when they had the first interactions, but 
in the present times when people can talk to their mobile phones via programs like Siri, they are 
no longer sure if they can distinguish them from persons. 

Now people are having difficulties to integrate robots and AI into their lives because they no 
longer feel comfortable to interact with robots. It remains to be seen if people will see robots as 
part of their life, and they will decide to accept their presence or if they will continue to be 
frightened of machines. 

Only because a thing does not make us feel comfortable it doesn't mean it's not good for us. No 
one can deny the incomparable advantages technology integration brings to both individuals and 
companies. By using machines, businesses are able to improve their business effectiveness and 
to protect their employees from hazardous activities. They count on robot software to create and 
control machines that help them grow their businesses without posing risks to the human 
workforce and the surrounding environment.


Fiction and movies were not kind to AI and robots 
How did people create robots a bad image? The depictions of the media had an important role in 
influencing their impression. Westworld, Alien, Matrix, and Ex Machina are only some of the 
movies that showed how things can go wrong if robots gain intelligence. From the earliest 
depictions of robots in science fiction the message was the same, robots have a single purpose: 
to dominate the world. 


People are afraid that robots will take their jobs away  
More and more people feel this immediate fear. For example, in the automotive industry, robots 
are used to assemble cars, but it doesn't mean that no human is working on the premises. 
Humans have other tasks to accomplish, they no longer complete the jobs that would pose 
danger to their life, they are supervising the robots making sure they are 100% efficient. Al may 
threaten some jobs, but it leads to the growth and rise of others.


People are afraid of the Uncanny Valley  
It looks like human-like robots 
are the ones that generate the 
greatest fear among people. 
The perception gained the name 
Uncanny Valley and it describes 
the situation when people feel 
uncomfortable with the human-
like traits of robots. They are not 
experiencing fear of robots, but 
fear of the robots that look like 
humans, the ones that are able 
to mimic a person. 
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