
Boundaries and Barbed 
Wire

The border between the United States and Mexico stretches for nearly 
2,000 miles from the Gulf of Mexico to the Pacific Ocean and touches the 
states of California, Arizona, New Mexico and Texas. The Rio Grande runs 
along 1,254 miles of the border.


Approximately 650 miles of barbed wire and wire mesh fencing have been 
erected along the U.S.-Mexico border. The U.S. Border Patrol also utilizes 
thousands of cameras and underground sensors as well as aircrafts, 
drones and boats to monitor the boundary. 


Approximately 11.6 million Mexican immigrants resided in the United 
States in 2016, about half of them in the country illegally, according to Pew 
Research Center estimates. The centerpiece of President Donald Trump’s 
immigration plan is the construction of an “impenetrable, physical, tall, 
powerful, beautiful, southern border wall,” but the project faces funding, 
environmental and security obstacles.
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